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What are Cisterns?
Typical Cistern Location

Cisterns are underground water storage tanks
that provide an emergency source of water
for firefighting. Cisterns are usually located in
or near intersections and are sometimes
indentified
.
by a brick ring.

Cistern

PROJECT SITE LOCATIONS*
1 35th Avenue & Irving Street
2 36th Avenue & Wawona Street
3 37th Avenue & Ulloa Street
4 37th Avenue & Rivera Street
5 37th Avenue & Ortega Street
6 37th Avenue & Lawton Street 6
*Exact location at intersection will vary

First Phase of Construction to Begin Summer 2013
As part of the $412 million Earthquake Safety and Emergency Response Bond that was approved by voters in June 2010,
the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) will begin a series of improvements to the City’s emergency
water system this summer. The installation of six cisterns in the Outer Sunset neighborhood will be the
phase of system improvements.

Cistern Construction in the Outer Sunset – What to expect
It is anticipated that construction will begin as early as July 2013. Construction duration at each site is expected to range
approximately four to six months, depending on site conditions such as utility relocations.
The contractor is required to restore parking and traffic at each site within six months of closing the affected street to
traffic, after which contract penalties apply.
Only one leg of the intersection will be closed for this period, with traffic control along the cross-street. Street closure is
necessary for safety due to excavation and related construction activity.
A city construction inspector will be at one of the construction sites during work hours and may be able to answer any
construction related concerns. Inspectors typically wear an SFPUC yellow safety vest and hard hat.
The SFPUC will communicate with all nearby residents and businesses prior to construction with more detailed
information about schedule, work hours, and parking and traffic challenges.

Construction outcome
The installation of these six cisterns will provide an additional source of water for the Outer Sunset neighborhood for
firefighting, particularly following an earthquake or other disaster.

About the Program
The Emergency
Water Supply System (also known as the Auxiliary Water Supply System or AWSS) is vital
for protecting against loss of life, homes and businesses in the event of a major disaster, by providing an additional layer
of protection to supplement the domestic water system. The system delivers high-pressure water and cistern water
storage for fire suppression and includes two pump stations, two storage tanks, one reservoir and approximately 135
miles of pipes and 150 functional cisterns. A reliable firefighting water supply system is crucial to the safety and quality
of life for San Franciscans. The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission assumed responsibility for the system in June
2011 and is steadily moving forward with plans to make seismic and operational improvements to it. This program
will provide increased protection for San Francisco’s citizens, neighborhoods, and businesses in the event of a major
earthquake or other disaster.

Program Outcomes
• Improved reliability of the

water supply system, particularly following a major earthquake or emergency.

• Repairs, replacements, and improvements to the most vulnerable components of the Emergency
Water System’s underground pipe network.
• The addition of approximately 30 cisterns that will provide an emergency source of water for firefighting.

Need More Information?
Contact Communications at: 415.554.3289 or info@sfwater.org
Visit: www.SFwater.org/EFWS

Look inside for important information on upcoming construction in your neighborhood.
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